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Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of 

Southern Minnesota 
 

Little Moments Big Magic 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Minnesota has been the nation’s top youth-

service organization for nearly a century.  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern 

Minnesota provides positive role models thru 1-to-1 mentoring for children 4-14 

years of age.  We have proven success in creating and nurturing positive 

relationships that benefit everyone involved, including the volunteer, the child, 

families, and the community. 

 

Big Brothers and Big Sisters are, foremost, friends to children.  They share 

everyday activities – exploring new horizons and experiencing the joy that simple 

moments of friendship can bring.  Within those little moments lies the big magic 

that a Big Brother or Big Sister brings to the life of a young person. 

 

The best way to understand what it means to be a Big, is to think back on your 

own childhood.  Growing up, who was that special someone who just brought a 

little joy into your life, through the simplest actions or activities?  As a Big, you 

can be that person for a child, and create wonderful memories for you and your 

Little. 

 

If you have any questions, or would like to sign up as a volunteer, or have your 

child enrolled in our program, please give us a call at 507-451-5922.   

 

Busy people of all ages can get involved. 

 

LIFE SHOULD BE FUN! 
 

Greg Zweber 

Executive Director 

545 Dunnell Drive 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-5922 

 executive.director@bbbsofsouthernmn.org 

Visit our website www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org 

 

 

 



 4 

Advocates for Developmental Disabilities 
 

Mission Statement 

Advocates for Developmental Disabilities provides support, advocacy and service 

to families of children and adults with developmental disabilities. 

 

Program Goals 

To develop a better understanding of developmental disabilities by families and 

others interested in the welfare of individuals with developmental disabilities. 

 

To provide a local agency for the gathering and dissemination of information 

regarding developmental disabilities, enhance existing services and develop new 

programs on behalf of individuals with developmental disabilities. 

 

To further the training and education of parents, caregivers, advocates and 

consumers regarding developmental disabilities. 

 

Services and Programs 

 Kool Kids on the Block 

 Sibshop 

 Special Sitters 

 Respite Care 

 Volunteer Disability Orientation 

 Parent Mentors 

 Autism Education Opportunities 

 Individual Needs 

 

Laurie Running 

Director 

109 West Rose 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-9769 
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Cedar Valley Services, Inc. 
 

Cedar Valley Services provides an array of vocational, habilitation and residential  

services for adolescents and adults with disabilities in Steele County and adjacent 

counties. Working in conjunction with Steele County Human Services, State 

DEED counselors and special education departments, CVS assists clients with 

disabling conditions to be employed and successful members of their communities. 

 

Dave Williams 

415 N. Grove 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-5897 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys and Girls Club of Blooming Prairie 
 

As a facility-based youth development organization, we provide services to youth 

with over 1500 hours of program opportunities per member per year, delivered 

through trained professional staff and volunteers.  We provide opportunities in 5 

core areas: education and career development, character/leadership development, 

health/life skills, arts, and sports/fitness.  

 

Mary Sherman-Ahrens 

401 4
th

 Street SE 

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917 

507-583-6699 
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  Centro Campesino 

 

 

 

A non-profit organization established to improve the live of migrant agricultural 

workers and rural Latinas/os through organizing on issues such as affordable 

housing, childcare, wages, immigration, worker safety, English and citizenship 

classes, Health Promoter Project, translation, referrals, and rights and 

responsibilities. 

 

Ernesto Bustos 

P.O. Box 525 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-446-9599 

www.centrocampesino.net 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Exchange Club Center for Family Unity 
 

The Exchange Club Center for Family Unity is a child abuse prevention Center 

working with families where there is a potential for abuse and/or where abuse has 

occurred.  The Center is an in-home program working on education, support, and 

referrals with our clients. 

 

209 East Main Street, Suite I 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-455-1190 

800-642-0089 

Fax: 507-455-1208 
  

 

 

Centro Campesino 
fé, esperanza, unión y justicia 
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Contact 
 

CONTACT provides our isolated neighbors caring contact for safety and support. 

We are a non-profit funded by donations and grants and have proudly served our 

community since 1980.  

 

CONTACT’s Reassurance program serves frail and isolated seniors and people 

with physical and mental disabilities, and mental illness.  This program provides: 

 Daily human contact 

 Daily monitoring of health and safety 

 Earlier detection, intervention and harm reduction in the event of medical 

emergency 

 Increased peace of mind & quality of life for participants and caregivers 

 Ability to remain in own home with greater independence and safety 

 

CONTACT’s Building Buddy program provides training to assisted living and 

independent living managers and caretakers ways to provide on-site basic safety 

checks in an efficient, non-intrusive to the tenant’s lifestyle manner.  

  

CONTACT’s 24/7 Helpline serves our neighbors in crisis. This program provides: 

 24/7 Helpline assistance to help callers in crisis find hope, strength and 

referrals to local resources and support 

 Targeted support for populations at higher risk of crises (e.g. returning 

military and their families; suicide survivors and their families; victims of 

natural disasters; recovering addicts/alcoholics; people who are isolated 

[elderly, disabled, mentally ill], people in poverty, etc.) 

 

David DeMars 

Executive Director 

Office: 507- 451-1897 

Reassurance Program: 507-451-9101 

Helpline: 507-451-9100 or 866-451-9191 

info@contacthelp.org 

 www.contacthelp.org 

 

 

 

mailto:info@contacthelp.org
http://www.contacthelp.org/
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Crisis Resource Center 
 

 

The Crisis Resource Center of Steele County is a non-profit organization that 

provides support and services to victims and survivors of domestic violence, sexual 

assault and child abuse.  We also work with children who have witnessed abuse.   

 

Through the program, advocates provide: 

 

 24 Hour Services 

 Advocacy and Follow-Up Support 

 Court Accompaniment  

 Crisis Information 

 Education Programs 

 Information and Referral 

 Order for Protection and Harassment Restraining Order Filing Assistance 

 Reparations Assistance 

 Safety Planning 

 Support Groups 

 

All of CRC services are free and completely confidential. 

 

Sara Colby 

Executive Director 

125 West Front Street 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-1202 

www.crcsteelecounty.org 
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Medford Senior Care Connection, Inc. 
 

The Medford Senior Care Connection, Inc. provides volunteer services to Medford 

area senior citizens to enable them to safely stay in their homes and stay active in 

our community. 
 

Sue Haugen 

P.O. Box 184 

Medford, MN 55049 

507-213-0465 

medfordscc@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owatonna Hospital's Mental Health 

Unit 
Owatonna Hospital's Mental Health Unit program is a 10 bed, secure facility 

offering inpatient psychiatric treatment for adult patients with acute mental health 

problems. 
 

We offer a full psychiatric evaluation with one of our psychiatrists, medication 

management, educational groups for patients and their families, occupational 

therapy groups, family conferences, individual counseling, and will establish 

follow-up care for patients as appropriate.  Admission to the Unit is arranged by a 

referring doctor, therapist, pastor, or any hospital emergency room.  Our team 

includes psychiatrists, licensed clinical therapist, licensed alcohol and drug 

counselor, social workers, RN's, Mental Health Counselors, and various other 

staff.  Length of stay is based on patient treatment needs. 
 

Mary Jacobsen 

903 South Oak 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-455-7644 

 

 

 

 

mailto:medfordscc@yahoo.com


 10 

SeniorPlace of Owatonna 
 
 

 

 

The FOCUS is to enrich the lives and promote the independent lifestyles of those 

50 and older in Owatonna and the Steele County area. 

  

SeniorPlace is a subdivision of the City of Owatonna and the Park & Recreation 

Department and a non-profit 501(c)(3) agency that receives donations through 

memorials and fundraising throughout the year. 

  

SeniorPlace provides leisure & recreational pursuits from cards, games and 

billiards to exercise health and wellness, to dancing and singing, to traveling day 

and extended trips, to sports leagues, to arts and crafts.  SeniorPlace also provides 

services for checkbook assistance, free blood pressure clinic, AARP income tax 

assistance, AARP Driver Safety class (formerly known as 55 Alive), will advice 

clinic, Medicare Part D consultations, foot clinic, speakers, and Grandparent’s 

taking care of their grandchildren support group. 

  

There are many opportunities to volunteer with the newsletter assembly, 

committees, share your talent-teach a class. 

  

Hours: 
 Monday through Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

  

Membership: 

 Dues are from January to December of each year. 

 2009 dues are $35.00 per person. 

 If you belong to another senior center the cost is $25.00. 

 Scholarships are available by contacting Anne Pleskonko, Executive 

Director. 

  

Anne Pleskonko 

Executive Director 

500 Dunnell Drive 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-444-4280 

507-444-2470 (fax) 

http://seniorplace.ci.owatonna.mn.us  
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Parent Provider Connection (formerly SCOPE) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

560 Dunnell Drive, Suite 207, Owatonna ~ 507-455-2560 
 
 

 

Parent Provider Connection’s (formerly SCOPE Resource Center) purpose and 

mission is to positively impact the care and education of young children through 

the support of families and childcare providers, and to support providers in every 

aspect of their business.  

 

Childcare Referrals 

We help families find licensed, quality childcare. 

 

Childcare Assistance Scholarship 

Our childcare scholarships ease family stress by paying a portion of one of their 

financial commitments.  Our support allows families to maintain stable and safe 

childcare while working or completing their education.   

 

Bi-Lingual Parenting Classes 

These classes offer the basic needs that parents need for raising a happy and 

healthy child.  It teaches them about simple caring for children (i.e., listening, 

loving, holding, nurturing, bathing, etc.), who should care for their child in their 

absence, proper nutrition, when and where to get their child’s vaccinations, proper 

sleeping environment, and car seat safety. 

 

Success By 6: Phase I ï Well Baby Initiative 

This program helps parents, caregivers, and communities create early learning 

opportunities for young children.  It is built around awareness, education, and 

action.  During Phase I, we will be working with families during the pregnancy or 

immediately after the delivery of their child.  We will work with them as a 

Parenting Coach to help them learn about: 

 Car seat safety; 

 The benefits and necessity of cognitive stimulating activities with their 

infant; 

 The importance of well baby and vaccination doctor visits; 

 The benefits of a healthy diet for both mother and child; 
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Success By 6: Phase I ï Well Baby Initiative (continued) 

 The responsibility they have to their child to abstain from excessive alcohol 

use or smoking and the complete abstinence from all non-prescription drugs; 

 The need for a safe sleeping environment; 

 And that they are all given the skills and support they need to raise a healthy 

and happy child. 

 

Training 

We offer a major annual conference to all of Southern Minnesota childcare 

providers.  This training is instrumental in keeping these providers up-to-date on 

their continuing education credits. 

 

Child & Adult Care Food Program  

The Child & Adult Care Food Program is a United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) program that provides reimbursement for nutritious meals 

and snacks served in family childcare homes.   

 

 

Sonja Zúñiga Harris 

Executive Director 

560 Dunnell Drive, Suite 207 

Owatonna, MN 5560 

507-455-2560 

877-455-2560 

507-455-9297 (fax) 

sharris@parentprovider.org 

 

 

 

Somali-American Self-Development 
 

Provides help with transportation, interpretation, and translation services for 

Somali refugees in transition. 

 

Abdulkadir Haji & Khadra Muhidin 

104 ½ West Broadway Street, Suite 201 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-2072 

Parent Provider Connection is an 

equal opportunity provider. 
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Healthy Seniors of Steele County 
Neighbor to Neighbor…Service is Mutual 

 

Mission:  The mission of Healthy Seniors of Steele County is to provide the best 

possible service to seniors and caregivers, to empower them to remain living 

happy, safe and independent in their own homes.  Recruit, train, and coordinate 

volunteers to carry out good neighbor acts of kindness to support seniors and 

caregivers throughout Steele County. 
 

Vision:  A community that recognizes the needs of elders and caregivers and meets 

those needs neighbor to neighbor. 

 

Who We Serve:  Steele County seniors 60 and older; support family members of 

Steele County residents. 

 
In each community throughout Steele County, adult volunteers are recruited and 

trained.  As part of the vision of Healthy Seniors, we see the individual having the 

option of being surrounded by family, friends and community, rather than by an 

institution.  

 

Services:  Healthy Seniors will attempt to make available any service necessary to 

assist an elder to remain in their own home in safety and with quality of life. 

 

Needs Assessment and Referral Connection to Others 

Health Care Directive Chores 

Respite (In-home and Group) Checkbook Balancing 

Caregiver Support Referral 

Support Groups Medical Escort 

Education for Volunteers and (Accompaniment into the Dr’s office) 

Participants Family Conferences 

Training for Volunteers Medication Awareness 

Nurse In (Blood Pressure Clinics) (Appointment with a pharmacist, etc.) 

  

 

Edna Ringhofer 

Executive Director 

903 South Oak 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-774-7648 

hssc@ll.net 
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Riverland Community College 
 

Riverland Community College is a regional comprehensive community college 

inspiring "learning for living" through a personalized educational environment.  

Students in Owatonna can earn an Associate in Arts (AA) degree at the Owatonna 

College and University Center by attending full or part-time.  Students can apply 

for financial aid in the form of grants, loans and scholarships.  Anyone with a high 

school diploma or GED will be accepted to the college.  Those without can take an 

"Ability to Benefit" test for admittance.  We have classes mornings, afternoon, 

evenings, online and some Saturdays.  We also have Career/Technical programs on 

our campuses in Austin and Albert Lea.  For further information regarding 

application and financial aid, please call Jeannie at our Owatonna site – 507-455-

5881 ext 2215.   

  

In addition to Riverland's two-year programs, Owatonna also hosts 4 year and 

graduate degree programs from Crown College, Concordia University, University 

of St. Thomas, Minnesota State University-Mankato and Southwest Minnesota 

State University. 

  

Stephanie Shea 

RCC Counselor 

965 Alexander Drive 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-455-5881 ext. 2216 

 

 

University of Minnesota Extension Services Nutrition 

Education Program 
 

The Nutrition Education Program provides nutrition education and food resource 

management classes to people with limited resources living in Minnesota. 

 

Velerie Johnson 

Nutrition Education Assistant 

320 3rd Street NW, Suite 7 

 Faribault MN 55021 

Office: 507-332-5948 or 507-444-7693 

Fax: 507-333-3838 

E-mail: joh03508@umn.edu 
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Semcac 
 

 

 

Semcac is the designated Community Action Agency for seven counties in 

southeastern Minnesota—Steele, Dodge, Freeborn, Mower, Fillmore, Houston and 

Winona. Since 1966, Semcac has mobilized and targeted resources to change the 

lives of low-income and vulnerable individuals and families. Semcac’s Steele 

County Contact Center is located at 545 Dunnell Drive in Owatonna and 

information is also available at www.semcac.org. 

 

Call Michele Lammi at the Steele County Contact Center—507-451-7134—for 

information on the following programs:  

 Energy Assistance Program: Low-income households may receive financial 

assistance to help cover a portion of their heating expenses. Crisis assistance 

and heating-related emergency repairs are also available. 

 Weatherization: Low-income homeowners and renters are provided an 

energy audit and conservation measures to help lower heating consumption 

and expenses. 

 Head Start: An equal opportunity, family-focused pre-school program, Head 

Start is committed to enriching children ages 3–5 years and empowering 

their families. 

 Homeless Prevention and Assistance: Programs may be available to help 

households maintain their housing or to help homeless households obtain 

housing. 

 Volunteer Driver Program: Volunteer drivers provide transportation for 

persons age 60 and over and clients of the county department of human 

services. Rides for medical appointments are the priority. Call toll free 1-

866-238-9389 for more information. 

 Rehab Loan Programs for Homeowners and Landlords: No or low-interest 

loans may be available for housing rehab projects. Call Cindy Vitse or 

Vonda Budde at Semcac’s Main Office in Rushford—507-864-7741—for 

more information on these loan programs.  

 Meals on Wheels: Noon meals served in congregate setting to persons 60 

years of age or older. There is no income eligibility.  

o Deb McNeil in Owatonna ............................................................. 455-3195 

o Mary Edon in Ellendale ................................................................ 684-3311 

o LuAnn Fairbairn in Blooming Prairie .......................................... 583-7369 

o Medford Care Connection ............................................................ 213-0465 
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SEMCAC (continued) 

 Senior Dining: Noon meals are delivered to homebound seniors. There is no 

income eligibility. 

o Mary Edon in Ellendale ................................................................ 684-3311 

o LuAnn Fairbairn in Blooming Prairie .......................................... 583-7369 

 Bus Services in Blooming Prairie: Seniors may ride the bus to and from 

Senior Dining, as well as for other local shopping needs. Call LuAnn 

Fairbairn at 583-7369. 

 Retired & Senior Volunteer Program: People age 55 and over are matched 

with volunteer opportunities. Call Joyce Poshusta at 434-0578. 

 Senior Advocacy Program: Seniors and their caregivers are assisted with 

accessing health and community-based services. Call Cathy Waldock at 475-

1987. 

 
 

Terry Erickson 

Executive Director 

204 South Elm Street 

P.O. Box 549 

Rushford, MN  55971 

507-864-7741 
 

 

 

 

Straight River Enterprises 
 

Straight River Enterprises is an MSOCS (Minnesota State Operated Community 

Services) Day Training and Habilitation program serving the local Medford area. 

We provide school to work transition training, vocational training both in-house 

and in the community at a wide variety of locations. Straight River Enterprises is 

person centered and we work with the team to create a program for the individual 

based on the needs of the person.  
 

Sarah Booe, RTS  

405 1st Avenue SE 

Medford, MN 55049-0180  

507-444-2427  
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West Hills Lodge 
 

West Hills Lodge, Inc. Chemical Dependency Halfway House was established in 

1976 for adults over the age of 18 suffering with alcohol and drug addiction as a 

program to aid the addict after completing primary inpatient/outpatient treatment. 

 

West Hills Lodge is licensed by the MN Department of Human Services under 

Rule 31. We provide chemical dependency services to both males and females. 

 

Our qualified and dedicated staff offers a holistic approach to addiction and a 

treatment plan for recovery within a stable, caring, and home-like environment. 

 

We follow and utilize the AA/NA twelve step philosophy and require our residents 

to be employed or volunteer their time to our local community organizations. 

 

If you would like more information about our program, please contact our 

Director. 

 

Sue Fillipi, LADC 

545 Florence Avenue 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-1172 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

 

 

South Central Human Relations Center 
 

Psychiatric assessments and psychological evaluations, individual and group 

therapy, treatment for anxiety and depression, and marital counseling are available.  

Also, group treatments available for battery and abuse, sex offenders, and DBT.  

Child services include ADHD assessment and treatment, and assessment of 

behavioral and learning problems.  Provided on ability to pay basis. 

 

Carolyn Wheeler 

610 Florence Avenue, Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-2630 

800-722-0590 

24-hour emergency 507-455-8100 
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South Central Human Relations Center 

Safe Harbour 
 

Safe Harbour is an Intensive Residential Rehabilitative Program (IRT) that 

provides Evidence-Based Practice services to adults with mental health and 

chemical health problems. Referrals are usually received from Adult Mental Health 

Case Managers for clients who need these services to avoid a psychiatric 

hospitalization, or to promote continuing stabilization after a hospitalization. 

Priority admission is given to residents of Steele, Dodge and Waseca Counties to 

learn Illness Management and Recovery, Integrated Dual Disorder and Family 

Psycho education skills.  Length of stay may be up to 90 days; for 2007, current 

length of stay is 45 days. Safe Harbour can serve up to 10 residents. In 2008, we 

will celebrate 25 years of service. 

 

Barbara Dubahn 

250 East Main Street 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-455-8100 

 
 

 

 

 

South Central Human Relations Center 

CARE Program 
 

CARE (Community Assessment and REintegration) is a voluntary jail reentry 

program serving Steele County residents in the Steele County Detention Center. 

 

Barb Schiltz 

610 Florence Avenue 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-2630 
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South Central Human Relations Center 

Project Home 
 

Project Home is a non-profit organization located in Owatonna, MN serving 5 area 

counties: Steele, Dodge, Waseca, Rice & Freeborn.  Our mission is to end long-

term homelessness and positively impact the lives of those who we serve.  After 

acceptance into the program, the participant works with a case manager to set goals 

which promote responsibility and encourage a positive working relationship with 

their landlord and employer.  

 

Housing: We assist participants in securing and financing housing until they 

qualify for a permanent housing program or are able to afford housing on their 

own. 

 

Intensive Case Management: The Project Home staff works to connect, 

coordinate and monitor community resources that will empower the individual or 

family to function independently.  We assist participants by coaching, mentoring 

and teaching the skills necessary to successfully maintain housing, employment, 

budgeting and parenting. 

 

To be eligible for the program, a potential client must: 

 reside in Steele, Dodge, Waseca, Rice or Freeborn County 

 be homeless long term* 

 be willing to work with a case manager 

 be willing to pay a portion of the rent, up to 1/3 of their income 

 be determined to work in order to stabilize him/herself and/or participate in 

ongoing mental/chemical health services. 

* Long Term Homelessness is defined as someone who is currently living on the 

street, in a shelter or a hotel.  It also includes someone who is living temporarily 

with friends or relatives or someone who has an eviction notice.  The 

person/family must be homeless for 12 consecutive months or have experienced 4 

incidences of homelessness in the past three years. 

 

Debbie Carter-Barth 

610 Florence Avenue 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-2630 

projecthome@schrc.com 
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The Steele County Food Shelf 
 

 

The Steele County Food Shelf exists to provide food to the hungry, promote self-

sufficiency, coordinate with other poverty and hunger related services. It’s our goal 

to provide service in a friendly and non-judgmental environment, to establish 

personal rapport between people who use the food shelf and those who support it, 

to learn how we can better serve the people who use the food shelf, and to work 

together to find ways to improve the conditions that force people to use the food 

shelf. 

 

Stormy Trom 

Executive Director 

155 Oakdale 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-455-2991 

foodshelf@charterinternet.com 

www.steelecountyfoodshelf.org 
 

 

 

 

Workforce Development, Inc. 
 

Workforce Development, Inc. (WDI) is a private, non-profit agency dedicated to 

developing and advancing the workforce of Southeast Minnesota. WDI has over a 

twenty-year history of serving the needs of both job seekers and employers. On an 

annual basis, WDI serves thousands of people through career planning, pre-

vocational skills training including Healthcare and Manufacturing Academies, job 

search assistance and customer service seminars. Contact your local WDI office 

for more information. 

 

Brian Coleman 

631 North Cedar 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-446-1470 

800-419-2303 
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Steele County Clothesline 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Steele County Clothesline is a free store providing Steele County residents in 

need, confronted by crisis, and/or moving through transition with seasonal 

clothing, bedding, and small household items at no cost. 

 

Merchandise donations are accepted on Monday and Tuesday from 8:00 am to 

5:00 pm at our back door.  Monetary donations are accepted daily J. 

 

Shopping hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

and Thursday from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm. 

 

Clients need to present current legal mail (proof of residency), picture 

identification, and household income information to apply for services at 

Clothesline. 

 

Mary Fink 

Executive Director 

155 Oakdale Street, Suite B 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-451-2550 
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Steele County Public Health 
 

 

Steele County Public Health’s mission is to protect and promote the health of the 

general population of Steele County by emphasizing the prevention of disease, 

injury, disability, and preventable death by extending services into the community 

and through the coordination and use of community resources.  

 

Program areas:  

 

FAMILY HEALTH – WIC, Maternal/Child Health Visits, Child and Teen 

Check-up Outreach, New Mom and New Baby visits, Family Connections, Car 

Seat Program, and Follow–Along Program. 

 

HOME HEALTH CARE – Nursing visits, Home Health Aide/Homemaker 

Services, Physical Therapy Services and Screening Services. 

 

DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL – Immunizations, screenings, 

education, investigation and follow-up for communicable diseases. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS – Readiness to respond effectively to 

 significant public health threats and management of the Health Alert 

Network. 

 

HEALTH PROMOTION – Health maintenance clinics, consultation in the area 

of health and wellness, educational programs and health consultation to family 

daycare providers and childcare centers. 

 

Dee Ann Pettyjohn, Director 

635 Florence Avenue 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507- 444-7650 

507-583-2283 Blooming Prairie Area 

507-684-2211 Ellendale Area 

scphn@co.steele.mn.us 

 

Office Hours: 8:00 am–5:00 pm, Monday–Friday (except holidays) 
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Steele County Transitional Housing 

 

Clients enter the Steele County Transitional Housing program for up to two years.  

During this time, they work with a case manager to set goals that promote 

responsibility and encourage a positive working relationship with their landlord.  

The case manager follows up with the client six months after he/she leaves the 

program.  

 

To be eligible for the program, a potential client must:  

 reside in Steele County 

 be homeless* 

 be willing to work with a case manager 

 be willing to pay a portion of the rent, up to 1/3 of their income 

 be determined to work in order to stabilize him/herself. 

 

For clients who meet the above criteria, Steele County Transitional Housing offers 

the following support services: 

 Rent Assistance 

 Deposit Assistance 

 Budgeting 

 Case Management 

 

*Homeless is defined as someone who is currently living on the street, in a 

shelter/hotel or treatment center/halfway house/jail.  It also includes someone who 

is living with an abusive partner, someone living temporarily with friends or 

relatives or someone who has an eviction notice. 

 

Kathleen Crawford 

Executive Director 

560 Dunnell Drive 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-446-9315  

scthousing@qwestoffice.net 

www.steelecountytransitionalhousing.org 
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Steele County Human Services 

630 Florence Avenue 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-444-7500 

www.co.steele.mn.us  
 

 

 

 
 

United Way of Steele County 

144 West Main Street, 2nd floor 

507-455-1180 


